St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District

Minutes of Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 17, 2009
The Regular Meeting of the St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District was held in the St. Augustine Beach City Commission Meeting Room, 2200 A1A South, St. Augustine Beach, Florida on Tuesday, February 17, 2009.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Barry Benjamin called the Meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America followed.
ROLL CALL
All Commissioners were in attendance with the exception of Commissioner Jerry Dixon.  Attorney Steve Sykes stood in for the District’s Attorney Geoff Dobson who had a conflict, Elyse Kemper from Dennis Bell’s office, Commander Barry Fox from the St. Augustine Police Department and Lt. Steve Zukowsky from FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.  From the public: Mark Helman from the Conch House, Will Smith from the Recreation Department, Vivian Browning representing the North Shores Improvement Association, Samuel Turner from the Lighthouse and someone from the Sheriff’s Department who didn’t identify himself.
SECRETARY’S REPORT/TREASURER’S REPORT
I assume Ms. Kemper gave the Treasurer’s Report but could hear nothing about it on the tape, however, a copy of this Treasurer’s Report will be in Port’s permanent book as public record for viewing.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009
MOTION

A motion was made by Chairman Barry Benjamin and seconded by Commissioner Tom Rivers to approve the Minutes as presented.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.

KEN KRAUTER, CONSULTANT
Chairman Barry Benjamin announced that Mr. Krauter was not in attendance due to a family emergency.
Vice-Chairman Carl Blow reported that Mr. Krauter’s brother passed away suddenly so he had to return to Canada.  He, did, however, speak with FIND and there is a potential for a grant opportunity.  Unfortunately the date has gone by for this year so it won’t be able to occur until next year.  He also spoke with NOAA from the information Mr. Blow had gotten from Marty Healy and they indicated that that particular program pertained to the restoration of critical habitat.  After he talked with them, they weren’t too sure that the San Sebastian River would fit that criteria.  He was sure when Mr. Krauter returned, he would be able to communicate more details regarding that conversation.

Chairman Barry Benjamin indicated that he had received an e-mail saying that there was City grant money through FIND but the deadline is April 1st and it’s still possible that the grant could be obtained then.

Vice-Chairman Carl Blow noted that it wouldn’t take place this year because “you’ve gotta meet with your local FIND representative before March 1st…it’s a little early to apply for grants but I think we’ll be making some progress to get in the position to apply for a grant.”  Discussion followed.

ENGINEERING REPORT
Lighthouse Park Construction Project
Dr. Rajesh Srinivas noted that the Lighthouse Park Construction Project was complete.  State and Federal completion forms were completed and submitted which had been submitted to the City so far as the Port was concerned, that project was complete right now.


Dredging in Salt Run
They received the permits from DEP and the Corps earlier this month.  Unfortunately, however, there may be a problem with the dredge as it may have to use a mechanical dredge rather than a hydraulic dredge.  Prior to DEP issuing a permit, Taylor Engineering will let them know that a hydraulic dredge should be used.  Discussion followed.
Vice-Chairman Carl Blow explained about the problem areas in Salt Run and the meeting he had had today, also indicating that they could move forward with the grant application because they already have the permits.  Further discussion ensued.

San Sebastian River Dredging Project
A staff meeting was held with Vice-Chairman Carl Blow and Jim Piggott.  Discussions included the County assisting.

Vice-Chairman Carl Blow explained about those discussions.  DEP wants to know how that job will be handled – with a mechanical type dredging, DEP is concerned where the material is going to be discharged, where it’s going to be temporarily stored and where it will be transported,  There are no designated easements in the San Sebastian for unloading of dredge spoil.  “As a Board, we ought to be looking… because that would be the next step according to DEP.”  Further discussion followed

St. Augustine Mooring Field Design and Permitting Project
Dr. Srinivas explained that they responded to DEP’s RAI for the permit application on 2/11/09 and also are coordinating with the Coast Guard and FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission about navigation markers.  He feels like the bottom line is things are on track with this project.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Tom Rivers questioned why the spoils couldn’t be put on the beach for renourishment.

Dr. Srinivas answered that it wouldn’t be beach quality sand – “the DEP is very insistent that it has to be beach quality.  It’s not the same as beach compatible…  Further discussion ensued.
OLD BUSINESS


Harbor Patrol Update – Commander Barry Fox
Commander Fox explained that he has taken over for Commander Masters for the last month.  Their boat has been out of the water and they expect it back in the water in about 3 weeks.  Since August, 6 vessels have been pulled and are scheduled for destruction very soon.  The one that sunk in north river, north of 312 will be taken care of on Tuesday and then the vessel on shore near Marine Street should be taken care of on Tuesday as well.  They will be stored on land and after approximately 30 days, they will proceed with those.  NOTE: I AM NOT SURE IF HE WASN’T SPEAKING INTO THE PODIUM MICROPHONE, BUT IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO HEAR ALL THAT HE SAID. (Debbie Paterson)
There is still the boat under the working barges near the Bridge of Lions that they can’t get to right now.  It’s not a hazard to navigation at this point.


Harbor Patrol Update – Lt. Steve Zukowsky
Lt. Zukowsky took the podium and noted that last Thursday, he met with a gentleman about mooring fields.  NOTE: SAME AS ABOVE – I AM NOT SURE IF THE PODIUM MCROPHONE WAS NOT WORKING BUT IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND ANYTHING HE WAS SAYING.  There are three regulatory areas on the Intracoastal Waterways in St. Johns County plus by Devils Elbow, there are regulatory speed zones.  By the Bridge of Lions and the 312 Bridge, they are marked with buoys, not signs.  He has reported this to Ms. Tara Alford in Tallahassee that there are two problems: 1) when the tide is coming in or going out strongly, not even a prudent mariner can read the signs – he asked why they didn’t have signage as at the Palm Valley Bridge and the 206 Bridge.  She explained that the channels are too deep to put signage there – it’s cost prohibitive to do that.  His recommendation was to put at least one larger buoy on the right side of the channel to make it easier to read the signage and they wouldn’t be affected by strong tides to tip over.  She is going to look into the matter.  Hopefully by the next Meeting, he will have an answer of whether or not larger buoys can be put there to replace the smaller ones and 2) he wanted to report on the recent drowning:  Mr. Franklin launched his boat on Thursday night (2/5/09 around 4:00 p.m.).  He was in a 28’ Pearson sailboat with a 2 or 3 cylinder diesel engine on it – he launched his boat (it was frigidly cold that evening).  His original intention was to take his boat to go across from the old Beachcomber area, anchor there and then work on some of the rigging on it.  The next morning, weather permitting, he was either to continue up the ICW or if the weather was nice enough, go out the St. Augustine Inlet, go up to Mayport St. Johns River, come down the river and meet his family on Sunday evening in Green Cove Springs and possibly pull the boat out.  His wife was in Interlachen, called him but he didn’t answer so in a panic, she called the Coast Guard.  They came down and searched for him but never contacted FL Fish & Wildlife until the next morning.  They had helicopters, etc. searching for him.  They found the boat – a sailboater who was moored north of the Camachee Cove Marina called in about Mr. Franklin’s sailboat.  What had occurred was in the middle of the night, the sailboat drifted south and the electric trawling motor on the dinghy which was on the sailboat got caught up on another sailboat.  Camachee Cove was contacted by another sailboat who contacted FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission and they boarded his boat – they found tools on the deck – they found he hadn’t slept on the boat, they found his deck shoes on the deck and a backpack that contained a cell phone that hadn’t been turned on and had a laptop computer in it.  They turned on the cell phone to check some of the numbers – they found out later on that some of the calls were from his wife the night prior.  While searching him for a few hours, the tide slacked off (about 1:00 p.m.) and no one had found him.  They were refueling at Camachee Cove and the Sheriff’s office had received a 911 call.  They went back to the scene where the sailboat had been.  About 50 yards to the east of where the sailboat was on the shoreline there, there is a wreckage that’s visible at low tide – he was about 10 yards east of that in about 3 feet of water.  The theory at the moment is that Mr. Franklin was probably in the process of anchoring his boat somewhere around Robinson Creek that evening, fell in the water and he also had a heart condition and was on medication – he probably hit the water and drowned rather quickly as cold as it was.  The sailboat made its way south, got hooked up on the other boat’s anchor line and Mr. Franklin probably got wedged underneath that wreck.  That’s probably why no one could find him but when the tide changed, he ended up on the shoreline. His wife had told him to wear a life jacket and wear a lanyard or lifeline attached to the boat in case he fell over.  Had he been wearing a life jacket, he probably could have swam a little bit and walked up on the shoreline and made it somewhere.  He just wanted to update the Board on what he knew about the drowning since there were so many different stories going around about it.  Discussion followed.

Sheriff’s Department Update – Dep. Robert Taylor/Sgt. Jay Booker
Someone who did not identify themselves, nor take the podium indicated that Dep. Taylor was out with Search and Rescue Training and he had nothing to add.


Update on Moring Fields – Jim Piggott
Mr. Piggott had nothing to add except to say they had a meeting last week and came up with a new draft of the mooring fields.  They had wanted to get the opinion of FWC, Commander Fox and the City Attorney, get their input and feedback and now they are going back to have more discussions from that meeting along with the workshops they have held.  Alexandria from Taylor Engineering had received a letter from FWC.  They have some issues but pretty much they are a few steps closer to getting the permits for the mooring fields and then they can bring it before the City Commission to move forward.


Chief Mike Arnold – Fireboat Update
Chairman Barry Benjamin noted that there was no representation from the fire department.


From Stem to Stern II Conference – May 19-21, 2009 – Jerry Dixon
Since Commissioner Jerry Dixon was not in attendance, this will be on March’s Agenda.

PUBLIC INPUT
Samuel Turner, Director of Archaeology at the Lighthouse Museum indicated he was at the last Meeting discussing Port supporting their yawl problem.  He passed out materials to each Commissioner.  He noted that there was a sign to the right when approaching the tower giving recognition to the St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District for support during the restoration of the Lighthouse.  He then displayed a “mock-up” (proposed signage) which is at the building site for the yawl where it discusses the yawl and again gives credit to the Port District.

Chairman Barry Benjamin explained that he had a letter from Mr. Dobson to Attorney Doug Burnett regarding the legality that was discussed at the last Meeting about giving funds to a private organization for building yawls discussed at the last Meeting but they haven’t heard back from Doug Burnett, to whom the letter was directed by Mr. Dobson as yet.

Mr. Sykes indicated that the Legislature is construed with the enacting legislation that created the District.  Discussion followed and he suggested it be discussed at the next Meeting.

MOTION

A motion was made by Commissioner Tom Rivers and seconded by Vice-Chairman Carl Blow that this discussion wait until the District’s Attorney, Mr. Dobson, hears back from the Lighthouse Attorney, Doug Burnett.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.
Mark Helman from the Conch House distributed letters in support of dredging near the Conch House.  When asked by Vice-Chairman Carl Blow how many charter fishing vessels operated out of the Conch House, Mr. Helman answered “about 14.”  Discussion followed.

Chairman Barry Benjamin indicated that the Board had no problem with dredging the area, they are just waiting for the money.

Mr. Helman noted that the letters from the various charter fishing companies were being submitted to possibly assist when the Port Board approached FIND.

Vice-Chairman Carl Blow noted that he had met with Chuck Padera from FIND and discussed the Interlocal Agreement with the City of St. Augustine.  Discussion followed.

Vivian Browning and Will Smith took the podium and once again spoke about needing assistance from the Port for the floating dock at the Vilano Beach Fishing Pier.  St. Johns County Staff went to The North Shores Improvement Association and asked the County for a $5,000.00 donation to move the program along.  North Shores Improvement Association has donated $5,000.00 to the project and the County has donated $10,000.00 to the project and Mr. Smith said he was before the Port Board to ask for a $10,000.00 donation so that they can make a FIND grant application for phase 1 design engineering permits.  He explained how everything worked with FIND grants.  Questions were asked and answered.  Discussion followed.
Discussion then ensued regarding derelict boats and the timeframe – derelict boat problems have been discussed much longer than something like a floating dock that was just brought up at the last Meeting.

MOTION

A motion was made by Commissioner Jay Bliss and seconded by Commissioner Tom Rivers to approve in principal the expenditure of $10,000.00 to go to the County and that an Interlocal Agreement be created between the Port and the County for Port’s approval in either March or April for the phase 1 FIND grant for the floating dock.
NEW BUSINESS
Vice-Chairman Carl Blow noted it wasn’t exactly New Business and he was unsure if Mr. Dobson had an opportunity to read the Interlocal Agreement between the City of St. Augustine and the Port or not.

Mr. Piggott didn’t take the podium so it was difficult to hear him, however, of what I could hear, he stated an Interlocal Agreement and Resolution had been prepared and the St. Augustine City Commission approved them applying for a FIND grant for dredging Salt Run.
Vice-Chairman Carl Blow read Resolution 2009-05 from the City of St. Augustine (a copy of which will be attached to the final copy of the Minutes in Port’s permanent Minute Book.)
A roll call vote was then taken: Vice-Chairman Carl Blow “yes”, Chairman Barry Benjamin “yes”, Commissioner Tom Rivers “yes”, Commissioner Jay Bliss “abstain.”

COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS
Chairman Barry Benjamin noted that Dennis Bell was supposed to go over the expenditures for the Yacht Club’s Regatta of Lights.  He read the expenditures which included even trivial things other than food.  The Port District was mentioned, even though they spelled his name wrong in a couple of places.  He thought they should capitulate it a little bit more and re-think it before they help again this year.  Discussion ensued.
Vice-Chairman Carl Blow reminded the Board that Mr. Dobson is going to offer his opinion on this at some future Meeting.  It was also decided that the Lighthouse request for monies needed to be addressed.
Mr. Sykes indicated that he had spoken with Mr. Dobson in this regard as well and not only relying on the audit but also matching their charter purposes because of other requests that have come in for money as well.

Commissioner Jay Bliss noted that he firmly subscribes to everything the Lighthouse has done and thinks there are 7 lighthouses open in Florida and he thought that it was a good thing to support them.

Chairman Barry Benjamin reminded Commissioner Jay Bliss that it’s a private not-for-profit organization.  More discussion followed.

Commissioner Tom Rivers’ only comment was that it was 5:00 p.m. and his car was in the shop.

NEXT MEETING
The next Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2009 beginning at 3:00 p.m. at the same location.

ADJOURN
Chairman Barry Benjamin adjourned the Meeting.

_______________________________


   _______________________________
Secretary-Treasurer




   Chairman

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN:
1)
Minutes of Meeting held 1/20/09 approved as presented.
2)
Lt. Steve Zukowsky will let the Board know about speed buoys to be used as signage at the next Meeting.

3)
Since Commissioner Jerry Dixon was not in attendance, “From Stem to Stern II Conference” will be on next month’s Agenda.

4)
Assisting with Lighthouse funding will be on next month’s Agenda.

5)
A motion was made to approve in principal the expenditure of $10,000.00 to go to the County and that an Interlocal Agreement be created between the Port and the County for Port’s approval in either March or April for the phase 1 FIND grant for the floating dock.
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