St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District

Minutes of First Public Hearing on Budget and Millage Rate

September 13, 2007

The first Public Hearing on the Budget and Millage Rate of the St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District was held in the St. Augustine Beach City Commission Meeting Room, 2200 AlA South, St. Augustine Beach, Florida on Thursday, September 13, 2007 at 5:05 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
The Public Hearing was called to order by Chairman Jerry Dixon.

All Commissioners were present.  In addition were the District’s Attorney, Geoff Dobson and Secretary-Treasurer Dennis Bell.

DISCUSSION OF MILLAGE RATE

Mr. Dobson announced that the first thing that had to be done under the Statute was, “you are first to discuss with the general public any questions they have relating to the setting of the Millage.  In front of you, you have a proposed Resolution.  After you’ve taken the public comment, then I will read the Resolution in full that sets the Millage.  With that, you will then consider the Resolution which sets your Budget and again discuss with the general public any items on the Budget that they have questions about and I again will read it in full – not the actual Budget, but just the Budget Resolution.”

Chairman Jerry Dixon asked the public if anyone wanted to raise the Millage rate, “please stand.”

Chairman Jerry Dixon asked the public if anyone wants us to keep it the same, “stand.”

There being no comment from the public, Mr. Dobson then read the Resolution concerning the Millage rate into the Minutes, a copy of which will be affixed in Port’s permanent Minute Book.  The Millage rate discussed was .0454 mills.

MOTION

A roll call vote was taken: Carl Blow “yes”, Barry Benjamin “yes”, Jerry Dixon “yes”, Tom Rivers “yes”.

DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET

The next discussion was concerning the Budget.  Mr. Dobson read the Budget Resolution into the Minutes, a copy of which will be affixed in Port’s permanent Minute Book.

Discussion ensued amongst the Commissioners, Mr. Dobson and Mr. Bell regarding the proposed Budget.

MOTION

A motion was made by Commissioner Carl Blow and seconded by Vice-Chairman Barry Benjamin to approve the Resolution as read with the Budget as attached with the changes that have been outlined.

Commissioner Jay Bliss asked for discussion that he would like to know what “we’re talking about – what the balance is?”

Mr. Bell answered, “the reserves will be $2,006,807.00.”

Additional discussion occurred amongst the Commissioners.

A roll call vote was then taken: Commissioner Jay Bliss “yes”, Commissioner Tom Rivers “yes”, Chairman Jerry Dixon “yes”, Vice-Chairman Barry Benjamin “yes”, Commissioner Carl Blow “yes”.
Mr. Dobson indicated the only other item of business “Mr. Chairman is to select the date for the final hearing at 5:05 or later on the Millage Resolution and the Budget.  That has to be done before September 30th and you have to leave enough time for it to be advertised…”

Discussion ensued regarding the time and whether or not if it could be held following a Regular Meeting.

PUBLIC INPUT
There was none.

NEXT PUBLIC HEARING
The Second Public Hearing concerning the Budget and the Millage Rate was set for Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 5:05 p.m.

ADJOURN
Chairman Jerry Dixon adjourned the Public Hearing.
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