St. Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District

Minutes of Public Hearing on Budget and Millage Rate

September 14, 2006

The first Public Hearing on the Budget and Millage Rate of the Port, Waterway & Beach District was held in the St. Augustine Beach City Commission Meeting Room, 2200 AlA South, St. Augustine Beach, Florida on Thursday, September 14, 2006 at 5:05 p.m.

The Public Hearing was called to order by Chairman Jack McGuinness.

The roll call was made by Secretary-Treasurer Dennis Bell and all Commissioners were present.  In addition were Ron Brown from Dobson & Brown, the District’s attorneys and from the public were future Commissioners Jay Bliss and Carl Blow.

DISCUSSION OF BUDGET AND MILLAGE RATE

The Millage Resolution, (a copy of which will be attached in the District’s Minute Book after the final hearing), was read in full by Ron Brown.

There was no public comment on the Resolution.

Vice-Chairman Rick Gleeson pointed out a typographical error in the Resolution.  Mr. Brown indicated he corrected it when he read it but they would have the error corrected in the published version.  Discussion ensued.

Chairman Jack McGuinness noted that the Budget that was before them would be published in The St. Augustine Record.

MOTION

Upon Motion duly made and seconded the Millage Rate was passed as .0473.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Brown then read the Resolution adopting the Budget Resolution (a copy of which will be attached in the District’s Minute Book after the final hearing).

PUBLIC INPUT

Jay Bliss, 12 Oglethorpe, took the podium.  He asked questions regarding City Maritime Projects in the amount of $20,000.00.  He thought perhaps more money should be allocated.  He also brought up his recollection of the Sea Oats Planting Project and his question regarding engineering costs were clarified by Mr. Bell.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon said that some of the funds were committed to permitting and help funding some new docks at the Lighthouse.  Discussion followed that it was the City’s property.

Chairman McGuinness clarified that the City Maritime Projects revolve around ongoing things at Lighthouse Park without being specific what the City may have in mind.

When Vice Chairman Rick Gleeson asked where the Ft. Mose Project fell under the Budget, Chairman Jack McGuinness indicated it was budgeted under boat ramps and Jones Edmunds’ proposal was accepted.  Mr. Bell will look into the matter to be certain.

Carl Blow, 100 Santa Monica Avenue, took the podium.  Of all the other taxing agencies, the Port is the only one with a single digit increase (4%).

When Commissioner Tom Rivers asked what District Assessments were for, Chairman Jack McGuinness said it was for elections, and Mr. Bell interjected that what it was for but it wouldn’t be charged this year but it was also for the tax collection.

MOTION

A Motion was made and seconded to accept the Resolution relative to the adoption of the Budget during the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2006.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.

The first Public Hearing was adjourned.

_______________________________

   _________________________________

Secretary-Treasurer



   Chairman
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