St. Augustine Port, Waterway and Beach District

Minutes of Regular Meeting

Tuesday, October 31, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Port, Waterway & Beach District was held in the St. Augustine Beach City Commission Meeting Room, 2200 AlA South, St. Augustine Beach, Florida on Tuesday, October 31, 2006 at 4:00 p.m.

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Jack McGuinness.

All Commissioners were in attendance (Commissioner Jerry Dixon arrived late).  Also in attendance were the District’s Attorney, Geoff Dobson, Secretary-Treasurer Dennis Bell, Engineering Consultant Dr. Steve Schropp from Taylor Engineering, Commander Steve Fricke from the City of St. Augustine Police Department and future Commissioners Carl Blow and Jay Bliss.  From the public was Walt Matthews.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Presented by Mr. Bell with handouts, summarizing Net Funds Available, amounts spent on Budgeted projects and taxes received.

MINUTES

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET & MILLAGE RATE HELD ON 9/14/06, REGULAR MEETING HELD ON 9/26/06 & SECOND PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET & MILLAGE RATE HELD ON 9/26/06

All above minutes accepted unanimously as presented.

ENGINEERING REPORT/OLD BUSINESS


MATANZAS INLET SIGNS

Dr. Steve Schropp indicated that the signs have been received and the Contractor is scheduled to install the signs tomorrow (11/1/06) assuming the FDOT representative who had wanted to be on site could be there.  If they are not installed tomorrow, they will be shortly.  One of the requirements of the project was that the old signs around the bridge be removed even though no one has knowledge of who put them up.  Unless Taylor Engineering hears otherwise, they will simply discard those signs.


HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN
Dr. Steve Schropp noted that their surveyor for mooring fields completed the bathymetric and site scan surveys and Taylor has executed a subcontract with Sea Grant for their assistance on this project.  Dr. Alexandra Carvalho from Taylor Engineering is working on the project and is attending a 3-day conference this week with the Sea Grant personnel and others on Harbor Management in Florida.


DOCK LIGHT ORDINANCE

Commissioner Barry Benjamin responded by saying “yes”, when asked by Chairman Jack McGuinness since the County has approved their Dock Light Ordinance and it is in place now, were there any plans on taking the Ordinance to the City?  Commissioner Benjamin has talked with Commissioner Joe Boles and to the City Attorney who will handle it once the new Commission is seated.  There have been three complaints and people have been given warnings by the Code Enforcement people.  In the future, both he and Commissioner Jerry Dixon will be deputized as Code Enforcement people so that they can handle the situation.


HARBOR PATROL
Commander Fricke had nothing on which to report since they are still in the process of repairing their vessel.  He anticipates it being operational in approximately two weeks.  They have worked out a partnership with a private investor with regard to a vessel that is currently submerged in the Sebastian River.  San Sebastian Harbor is going to help facilitate moving that vessel.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon reported he had viewed a 45 or 50 foot half-submerged cabin cruiser in the marshes west of Marsh Creek when he was last flying.  Commander Fricke will check into that situation once their boat has been repaired.


NO WAKE ZONE POSTERS/INCIDENT ACCIDENT REPORTS
Chairman Jack McGuinness had located the zip drive from Flagler College and Assistant Secretary Debbie Paterson took it to Standard Printing where they converted it to a CD and printed out the Poster and an Incident/Accident Report.  He indicated that Ms. Paterson could make the copies of the Incident/Accident Reports and send them out as complaints are received.  The Posters could be placed in the bulletin boards that will be erected.  The County will probably begin the installation of the bulletin boards in the next couple of weeks.


DISTRIBUTION OF WATERWAY GUIDES
Vice Chairman Rick Gleeson noted that Maia McGuire used to distribute them but is no longer able to do so and he will be off of the Commission and unable to do so as well.  He stressed that possibly the “deputized Code Enforcement Commissioners” (Dixon and Benjamin) could distribute them, especially to the City Marina.  Ms. Paterson will contact Commissioner Benjamin when they need further distribution.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon reported he had taken a supply last month to a Rotary Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Jack McGuinness suggested that since this was the last meeting for he and Vice Chairman Rick Gleeson and the new Commissioners take their seats at the next meeting, an Interim Chairman and Vice Chairman should be appointed until the full reorganization takes place so that there will be a Chairman to chair that meeting from the beginning.

MOTION

A motion was made by Commissioner Barry Benjamin to nominate Commissioner Jerry Dixon as Interim Chairman for the next meeting.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION

A motion was made by Commissioner Jerry Dixon to nominate Commissioner Barry Benjamin as Interim Vice Chairman for the next meeting.  The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.

Commissioner Tom Rivers indicated he was a former member of the NE FL Regional Planning Council and he receives their minutes and he happened to notice in the Agenda for the 11/30/06 meeting there will be an Elected Officials Reception which is held every year.  It will be held at the World Golf Village and he will have further information on it at the next meeting.

Chairman Jack McGuinness reported he had accumulated information on all of the previous Board members which can be put on the web site and will be put in chronological order.  It will be put under the History section of the web site.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon indicated that he is a member of the Intergovernmental Committee and that the Airport Authority is moving a piece of property on the north side and there have been discussions regarding a public park and perhaps some water access.  He will report more on this at a future meeting.

PUBLIC INPUT

Walt Matthews who resides at the end of US 1 took the podium.  He stated he was in attendance to find out the relationship between SPARS and the Port, Waterway and Beach District.

Commissioner Barry Benjamin indicated that the Board supports SPARS but they haven’t received any concrete plans and they haven’t heard from the City regarding Lighthouse Park.

Chairman Jack McGuinness stated that there were a number of projects that the Port and the City have been working on together relative to a ramp.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon indicated that the ball is in the City’s hands at the present time.

Mr. Matthews asked if the Port Board was contributing monies to SPARS.

Chairman Jack McGuinness noted that they had told SPARS in the past to work with the City directly and then the Port Board would potentially fund situations depending on what the City and SPARS decide rather than have the Port Board directly fund SPARS.

Carl Blow, 100 Santa Monica, took the podium, indicating he wanted to update the Board on artificial reefs.  He reminded the Board that he had asked the Airport Authority to save material for artificial reefs and it was stockpiled by the control tower right where the new taxiway is going to go and he was contacted to have the material removed.  Since Shorty Robbins is no longer with the County, he contacted Dan Weimer who has assigned Ms. Robbins’ duties to Will Smith.  He met with Mr. Smith and Brian Cooper, who is the other Deputy Director of the Airport and they’ve worked out an arrangement to save the material.  The County has applied for permits and the goal is to try and do the drop this summer.  During comments by Commissioners, Mr. Blow thanked Chairman McGuinness and Vice Chairman Gleeson for their work, and in good humor, told them they had to take their seats (Carl Blow’s and Jay Bliss’) as public citizens in the future.

COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS

Vice Chairman Rick Gleeson noted that it was his last meeting and he thanked all for being so cordial for the 12 years he has been on the Board.  He wished the Commissioners remaining on the Board and the new Commissioners who will be on the Board much luck.

Commissioner Jerry Dixon presented plaques to Chairman Jack McGuinness and Vice Chairman Rick Gleeson for their service to the St. Augustine Port, Waterway and Beach District.

Commissioner Tom Rivers commented it was a pleasure to work with Chairman McGuinness and Vice Chairman Gleeson and wished them luck.

Chairman Jack McGuinness commented that as opposed to a number of different Boards in St. Johns County, the Port Board always had friendly relations with everyone and they moved forward on a lot of different projects unanimously without a lot of controversy.  After 16 years of trying to push the mooring situation, now called the Harbor Management Plan, he is pleased that it is finally moving toward fruition, despite the obstacles that occurred along the way.  He is very pleased that the Port Board is working closely with the City of St. Augustine and Commander Fricke as well as the guidance of Taylor Engineering.  He wished luck to Commissioners Carl Blow and Jay Bliss.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 21, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. at the same location.

The meeting was adjourned.

________________________________




________________________________

SECRETARY-TREASURER






CHAIRMAN

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN

1. Approved Minutes of First Public Hearing on Budget & Millage Rate held on 9/14/06, Regular Meeting held on 9/26/06 and Second Public Hearing on Budget & Millage Rate held on 9/26/06.

2. Approved Commissioner Dixon as Interim Chairman and Commissioner Benjamin as Interim Vice Chairman for next Meeting.

3. Ms. Paterson will contact Commissioner Benjamin whenever distribution of Waterway Guides is necessary.
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